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Handcuffed, accused
of defending Nazis, and
threatened with criminal
prosecution: In St. Petersburg,
police rough up a lawyer
working with OVD-Info

On the evening of March 7th while detainees
were being held at police stations nationwide for
their participation in anti-war protests, Alexei
Kalugin, a lawyer working with OVD-Info was
roughed up by police at Station 31 in St.
Petersburg.
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Текст на русском

Kalugin arrived at Station 31, along with his colleague Sergei
Podolsky, who also works with OVD-Info, to represent the
interests of one of the protestors being held there. Both
lawyers had identification and orders with them.

The officer on duty refused them entry into the station, citing
an order from his superiors. The lawyers responded that they
wanted to write a complaint about the officers’ wrongful
conduct. The duty officer said he would come out to talk
to them. After a while, the officer did indeed come out to talk,
but demanded that Kalugin stop filming, despite the fact that,
at that moment, the lawyers were outside the gates of the
station. The officer started to rough up Kalugin: knocking the
telephone out of his hand and twisting his arm so that
he would stop filming. After that, the officer tried to handcuff
Kalugin but was unable to do it alone. Another officer came
running to help him and pinned Kalugin up against the gate.
They then took him into the station. According to the lawyer,
the handcuffs were put on completely unprofessionally: one
hand was facing up, one was facing down and the handcuffs
left marks on his wrists.

Kalugin was in handcuffs for 15 minutes. At that point, the
other lawyer Sergei Podolsky, who they also let into the
station, requested that they take Kalugin to the office of the
commanding officer. The commanding officer ordered the
handcuffs to be removed, but still obstructed the lawyers’
work. He accused Kalugin and Podolsky of defending Nazis

ОБ ЭТОМ НИКТО НЕ УЗНАЕТ
Если об этом никто не напишет. Подпишитесь на регулярные
пожертвования ОВД‑Инфо, чтобы плохие дела не оставались в тишине.
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and of abetting them, threatening them both with criminal
prosecution for using violence against a state agent (Criminal
Code Article 318) and insulting an officer (Criminal Code
Article 319).

The commanding officer then demanded that Kalugin delete
the video from his phone, which he did, though it was later
restored. The commanding officer allowed Podolsky to help
his client only after the video was deleted, and threatened
to cite Kalugin for failure to obey the police (Administrative
Code Article 19.3). This all remained at the level of threats
and they released the lawyers.

Since February 24th, we have been following the mass
arrests stemming from daily anti-war protests. Police have
frequently used force during arrests. On March 6th alone
we documented dozens of situations of severe beatings.
In several instances, there was serious trauma—several
detainees had their skulls fractured, others had sprained
ligaments or dislocated shoulders. According to our
observations, the police in St. Petersburg have been
particularly «zealous», including several instances of using
tasers during arrests. We are also aware of many violent
incidents in other cities like the torture of detainees in the
Brateevo police station in Moscow.

Unfortunately, the use of violence against peaceful protestors
is not news for us. Police use violence, including beating
people, to break up almost every large event not authorized
by local authorities. In all our years of observation, we have
not heard of a single situation where law enforcement
personnel have been held legally responsible for their
behaviour. Just the opposite, in fact. Protest participants are
the ones being prosecuted for using violence—most often
because they tried to defend themselves or stood up for
someone else.



Ещё почитать

24.02.2026 Санкт-Петербург

Прокурор запросил от 8 до 13 лет колонии для
фигурантов дела «Весны»

07.11.2025 Москва

На Красной площади задержали активистов
«Левого фронта»

ЧТО Я МОГУ С ЭТИМ СДЕЛАТЬ?
Прочитать, рассказать, поддержать. Подпишитесь на регулярные
пожертвования ОВД-Инфо, чтобы как можно больше людей узнали о
политических репрессиях в России сегодня.
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«Они забрали совершенно здорового человека!» Ольга
Эськова, арестованная за комментарий, пыталась
покончить с собой. Мы поговорили с ее мужем
«Ваша жена арестована»

Меня избили полицейские
К сожалению, насилие со стороны полицейских — это
не редкость. С ним может столкнуться любой
задержанный — предугадать такое нельзя. Мы подскажем
вам шаги, которые помогут привлечь...
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Требуем запретить «карусельные» аресты
В октябре 2025 года суд в Петербурге отправил под
административный арест участников группы «Стоптайм»:
вокалистку Диану Логинову (Наоко), барабанщика
Владислава Леонтьева и гитариста...

Комментарии о полицейских и Путине: за что
наказывают по статье о возбуждении ненависти
43 новостей и текстов по теме
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