Russia

Enemies of the state. How the
institution of “denunciations”
returns to Russia

In the context of anti-war activities, the word
«denunciation» is appearing in the news with
increasing frequency. At first, a website to collect
information about «saboteurs» was created

by the Just Russia Party, then bots for
denunciations sprang up in many regions, and
then neighbors started informing on those who
were hanging anti-war symbols in their windows.


https://ovd.info/en/regions/vsya-rossiya
https://ovd.info/articles
https://ria.ru/20220321/vrediteli-1779260789.html

OB 3TOM HUKTO HE Y3HAET

Ecnn 06 3TOM HUMKTO He HanuweT. [lognnwnTeCch Ha perynspHble
noxxepteoBaHua OBL-NHdo, 4To6bI NNoXmMe aena He ocTaBannch B TULLMHE.

NOANMUCATDbCH

TekcT Ha pycckom

On March 22nd, Nina Zolotukhina was arrested at a Moscow
nightclub. Someone called the police about an anti-war
statement she had made during a conversation. After that,
Zolotukhina was jailed for 48 hours for using foul language
while being arrested (Administrative Code Article 20.1).

These sorts of stories started appearing after the authorities
began calling for denunciations. On March 21st, the «Just
Russia—For Truth» party created a website where they would
collect questions from Russians about shortcomings

or omissions by the authorities, including those that may have
been planned to intentionally do harm to the state. These
questions were then supposed to be sent to the head of the
Investigative Committee, Alexander Bastrykin as requests
from Duma deputies.

On that same day, a Kaliningrad resident started receiving
text messages calling for him to denounce people who spread
fake information about Russian military activities in Ukraine.
The announcement was sent through the State Emergency
Service’s alert system and was signed by the regional
government.

«This was connected to the fact that we were already
documenting a large amount, to put it mildly, of incorrect
information circulating on social media, in various chats, etc.»,
said the regional administration’s press office.


https://ovdinfo.org/articles/2022/03/25/nayti-vragov-gosudarstva-kak-v-rossiyu-vozvrashchaetsya-institut-donosov
https://ovd.info/news/2022/02/25/sudy-i-drugoe-davlenie-za-antivoennye-vyskazyvaniya-i-podderzhku-naroda-ukrainy
https://sprosim.srzapravdu.org/
https://novayagazeta.ru/articles/2022/03/16/zhiteli-kaliningrada-poluchili-sms-ot-gorodskikh-vlastei-c-prizyvom-prisylat-dannye-provokatorov-dlia-proverki-v-sviazi-so-spetsoperatsiei-v-ukraine-news
https://www.rbc.ru/politics/17/03/2022/62335ddf9a794777bda562bc
https://ovdinfo.media/DMYCHAso

The link in the text message leads to a Telegram bot with the
letter «Z» in the colors of the St. George’s ribbon [black and
orange] as its avatar. In the description, it says that

it is «fighting provocateurs and scammers.»
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UL U AD:

Mo ceegeHuAm
KanvHunrpapckoro LIFMC

19 despana ¢ 8-10 yacoe
OXMAAETCA YCUNEHuUe BeTpa o
27 m/c. ByabTe BHUMaTENbHbI 1
OCTOpPOMHbBI!

W3-3a y4acTUBLLMXCA CNy4Yaes
NPeSGKaUMM M MOLWEHHUYECTEA,
CBA3aHHbIX C NPOBEAeHUEM
cneyonepauwu Ha YkpauHe, B
Lensax NnpoBepKu U 6NOKMPOBKK

55

NpUCbLINanTe HoMepa
TenedOHOB 1 an.agpeca
FNOYMEIWWNEHHWKOR B TENerpam
hittp.//t.mey _bot
MNpaeutenscTeO
KanuHuHrpagckon obnactu

A screenshot of the text message sent to the Kaliningrad resident as
published in Novaya Gazeta.

Mediazona also discovered similar bots in six additional
regions: Moscow, Altai, Belgorod, Penza, Saratov and
Samara.


https://zona.media/article/2022/03/18/nes-ne-dones

There is also a similar bot in Adygea. The initiative’s creators
appealed to «concerned residents» who «are on the war path
against anti-Russian propaganda, against attempts to sow
divisions and to impose...defeatist and openly collaborationist
views on our fellow countrymen.» Their call to report false
information about the war was the pinned post on one of the
Adygean Telegram channels. Below it was a list of people who
these «concerned citizens» consider to be traitors. In addition
to their names, their photos, screenshots of their social media
pages, addresses and phone numbers were also published.

Direct denunciations soon followed. On March 19th,

an unknown passerby denounced Maria Petrovskaya,

an activist from Nizhegorodsk. She was on the street
conducting a single-person protest with a poster reading,
«Give birth yourself!» [OVD-Info—Send your own children
to war!l] with a drawing of the president holding a rocket like
a baby. She was arrested.

B HmxHem Hosropoge Mapus lNeTpoBckas Bbiwna

Ha nnowaab CBo6oAbl C aHTUBOEHHbIM NiaKkaTom «Po)ai
cam». OANMHOYHDbIN NUKET NPOAJIUIICS OKOJIO NoJsiy4yaca,
3aTeM Nno AJOHOCY NPOXOXero aKTMBUCTKa 6bina
3apepxaHa. Mapuio goctasunu B OIN N2 5, et okasbiBaloT
NOMOLLb NPaBO3aLWMTHUKMN U3 NpoeKTa «3abpano».
pic.twitter.com/niV3toghx2

— Fem Antiwar Resistance (@femagainstwar)
March 19, 2022

On March 22nd the police came to Moscow resident’s door
for a check because he had hung strings of lights in the colors
of the Ukrainian flag in his apartment window. A neighbor

in the opposite building had reported it to the police.


https://t.me/kordon01
https://vk.com/wall-69327806_12195
https://t.co/niV3toqhx2
https://twitter.com/femagainstwar/status/1505247230587985922?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw
https://t.me/chtede/44376

Strings of lights in the colors of the Ukrainian flag on an apartment building/
Photo: Baza

The next day in the Altai Republic, neighbors reported the
former head of the Turochakskii region Elena Unuchakova
to the police. She had hung ribbons in the colors of the
Ukrainian flag in her garden. The beat officer came to speak
with her.


https://t.me/bazabazon/10811

Ribbons in the colors of the Ukrainian flag in Elena Unuchakova’s garden,
Altai Republic/ Photo: Baza

«The practice of denunciations is nothing new in Russia, ”
says the head of OVD-Info’s legal department, Alexandra
Baeva. «We’ve seen plenty of examples before now, ” she
noted. «The only thing that differentiates the current
situation is the rhetoric talking about how Russia is returning
either to the 1920s and 30s, or as the Europeans think, to the
years 1937-1939. Consequently, we are hearing the word
‘denunciation’ increasingly frequently. Usually it happens like



this: a person comes to the police and reports that some
person committed a crime and writes a complaint against
them. The police then look into it, figure out the details of the
case and then they might bring the person in to talk to them.
And this is normal, if we’re talking about an actual crime, and
not a politically motivated case.»

The number of reports from «concerned» citizens usually
goes up during times when large protests are happening.
That said, in Russia, it is unusual to see someone actually

be prosecuted as a result of a denunciation, according

to Baeva. She referred to one high-profile criminal case

of nude photos in front of churches. Another well-known
incident—the case against Yulia Tsvetkova an artist from
Komsomolsk-na-Amure. A criminal case was opened after

a report was filed by St. Petersburg «anti-gay warrior» Timur
Bulatov.

«In terms of practice, denunciations don’t really change
anything for us. But, we now see that the idea

of denunciations is being talked about not just by random
people on the internet, but also by high-ranking government
officials. | think that people will take this as a call to action.
We understand very well that repression comes not only
at the hands of law enforcement, but also at the hands

of those working in the state. And ordinary people also
participate in this—some people genuinely, some under
pressure, but repression comes at their hands too, ” said
Baeva.

Karina Merkuryeva



YTO A MOry C 3TUM CAEJNIATb?

MpounTaThb, pacckasaTb, nogaepxatb. [lognuwmnTech Ha perynsipHble
noxxepteoBaHna OBL-VH$o, 4To6bl Kak MOXHO 6onbLue nogen yaHanm o
NONUTUYECKUX penpeccusax B Poccum cerogHs.

NOAAEPXATb

«AHTUBOEGHHOE fieno»

a78B 3922=H

More to read

C nepBOro gHs BTOPXXEHUS B
YKpaunHy Xntenm poccunckmx
ropoAoB NPoBOAAT aHTUBOEHHbIE
aKLWM 1 BbICKa3bIBalOTCHA O
«cnewonepauumy» B COLCETAX. DTU
OEencTBUA CTaHOBATCA NOBOAOM ANS
YyronoBHOro NpecnenoBaHus.


https://ovd.info/story/antivoennoe-delo
https://donate.ovdinfo.legal/?utm_source=ovd.info&utm_medium=site&utm_content=text&utm_campaign=passive&utm_term=chto_ja_mogu

The strangling of Crimea
Denis Shedov and Dan Storyev explain how the repression
in occupied Crimea was structured and how it evolved
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https://ovd.info/en/2025/04/11/strangling-crimea
https://ovd.info/en/2025/04/11/strangling-crimea
https://ovd.info/en/texts

