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Wartime repressions: six months of war

TekCcT Ha pycckom
YKpaiHcbka Bepcis

Six months ago, Russia started a military aggression

in Ukraine. In addition to killing civilians in Ukraine, the
Russian state continues repressions inside the country.

We present you a summary of the main data on the pressure
on people for an anti-war stance in Russia.

RESTRICTION OF THE RIGHT
TO FREEDOM OF ASSEMBLY

We are aware of at least 16,437 detentions related to anti-
war protests. This number, in addition to street detentions,
includes 138 detentions for anti-war posts in social networks,
118 detentions for anti-war symbolics and 62 detentions
after anti-war protests.


https://zona.media/online/2022/08/11/pervyui#49472
https://data.ovd.info/svodka-antivoennyh-repressiy-polgoda-voyny
https://data.ovd.info/zvedennya-antivoiennih-represiy-pivroku-viyni

16 437

detentions for the anti-war stance since February 24

The numberis correct as of 17.08.2022

Here we describe in detail the calculation methodology.
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In addition to detentions at the rallies and after them, the
authorities also practice «preventive» detentions using

a facial recognition system. This system was also used

on Flag Day, August 22, at least 33 people were detained
in Moscow (we were not informed about such detentions
in other cities).


https://data.ovd.info/metodologiya-podscheta-kolichestva-zaderzhaniy-za-antivoennuyu-poziciyu
https://ovd.info/express-news/2022/08/22/v-moskovskom-metro-po-kameram-raspoznavaniya-lic-zaderzhivayut-uchastnikov
https://flourish.studio/?utm_source=showcase&utm_campaign=visualisation/10996877

cases of non-admission of defenders
to the police departments since February 24

Based on the data and non-admissions, OVD-Info sent

a submission to the UN Special Procedures about the
persecution of lawyers and human rights defenders at anti-
war protests. And also about the situation with attorney
Alexey Kalugin, who was beaten at the police department
when he tried to access his client detained at a peaceful rally.

When asked by the UN about the persecution of human
rights defenders, Russia claimed that Kalugin was allegedly
to blame for everything, and the case (which does not exist)
was being checked. Questions about the persecution of anti-
war activists were ignored, but two pages were devoted

to the fact that OVD-Info is a «foreign agenty», and the
project’s website is blocked.

REPRESSIONS AT THE LEGISLATIVE
LEVEL

There were no new laws in August 2022, possibly due to the
holidays of Russian lawmakers. In total, since the beginning
of the war in Ukraine, State Duma deputies have adopted

16 new repressive laws or amendments to existing
documents.
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* OVD-Info collects data on repressions by the Russian authorities in Crimea, because we have the

opportunity

to verify these data

Source: OVD-Info « Created with Datawrapper


https://airtable.com/embed/shr5LibdcC0yK4zSm/tblb1uvcX0EoITrgI
https://ovd.news/news/2022/03/05/antivoennoe-delo-gid-ovd-info
https://www.datawrapper.de/_/R9yeo

OVD-Info collects data on repressions by the Russian
authorities in Crimea, because we have the opportunity
to verify these data

During the 182 days of the war, 224 people became suspects
or convicts in criminal anti-war cases.

Number of defendants in the ‘anti-war case’ prosecuted under each article

Criminal Code Article 207.3: Fake news

Criminal Code Article 214: Vandalism

Criminal Code Article 207: Telephone terrorism

Criminal Code Article 205.2: Justifying, promoting, or inciting terrorism
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Criminal Code Article 280.3: Discrediting the use of the Russian Armed Forces
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Criminal Code Article 213: Hooliganism
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Criminal Code Article 239: Creating a nonprofit that infringes on citizens' rights

Other Criminal Code articles
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This month, the lawyers of OVD-Info started to represent
defendants in five new criminal cases: Alexey Onoshkin, llya
Gantsevsky, Marina Ovsyannikova, Andrei Pavlov, Sergei
Veselov. In total, the lawyers of OVD-Info are conducting
22 criminal anti-war cases.

On the morning of August 24, it became known about the
criminal case against the former mayor of Yekaterinburg,
Yevgeny Roizman, under the first part of article 280.3 of the
Criminal Code of the Russian Federation (about
«discreditation» of the armed forces).


https://flourish.studio/?utm_source=showcase&utm_campaign=visualisation/10996904

Administrative cases

S807

cases under Article 20.3.3
of the Russian Federation Administrative Offense Code

Source: Mediazona
Date of update: 08.23.2022

Top 5 regions by the number of cases under Article
20.3.3 of the Code of Administrative Offences:
Moscow — 517;

Saint Petersburg — 229;

Krasnodar Krai— 179;

Sverdlovsk region — 107;

Republic of Crimea — 107.

Source: Mediazona.

Cases opened under Administrative Code Article 20.3.3
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https://flourish.studio/?utm_source=showcase&utm_campaign=visualisation/10997220

We are aware of at least seven cases of extrajudicial
persecution of people who publicly oppose the war: doused
with brilliant green, attacked, hung a funeral wreath on the
door, planted threats in the mailbox, fired from the Ministry
of Justice and the Ministry of Internal Affairs for failure

to initiate cases on denunciations; the police refused to look
for vandals who wrote «a Ukronazi lives herey.

«FOREIGN AGENTS» AND
«UNDESIRABLE ORGANIZATIONS»

753

“foreign agents” were added to the register
by the Ministry of Justice since the beginning of the war

In August, employees of The Ministry of Justice apparently
went on vacation, and no new people or organizations
appeared in the registers of «foreign agents». However,
during this month, the prosecutor’s office demanded

to liquidate the «Trade Union of Journalists» for non-
compliance with the requirements of foreign agency
legislation, and the court began the bankruptcy procedure

of Radio Liberty due to non-payment of fines for the absence
of foreign agency labellings.

On August 23, the Ministry of Justice excluded Polina
Kostyleva, the coordinator of Golos from St. Petersburg, from
the register of «foreign agents». This is stated on the
Ministry’s website.


https://ovdinfo.org/articles/2022/08/02/prokuratura-trebuet-likvidirovat-profsoyuz-zhurnalistov-rasskazyvaem-pochemu
https://ovd.info/express-news/2022/08/15/sud-nachal-bankrotstvo-rossiyskogo-radio-svoboda-iz-za-shtrafov-za
https://ovd.info/express-news/2022/08/23/koordinatora-golosa-v-peterburge-isklyuchili-iz-reestra-inostrannyh-agentov
https://minjust.gov.ru/ru/events/49033/

organizations have been organizations were
recognized as “undesirable” recognized

by the authorities since as “undesirable” by

the beginning of the war the authorities in August

Since the release of the July Summary of anti-war repression,
the organizations «The Ukrainian Canadian Congress», «The
Macdonald-Laurier Institute» and «Ukrainian National
Federation Canada» have appeared on the lists

of «xundesirable organizations». There are 65 items in this list
at the moment.

In addition, at the moment, the Prosecutor General’s Office
has already included the 19th domain of The Insider
investigative project to the register of prohibited information.

BLOCKING, CENSORSHIP AND
PRESSURE ON INDEPENDENT MEDIA

According to Roskomsvoboda, about 7 thousand sites were
blocked by «military censorship». According to Prosecutor
General Igor Krasnov, 138 thousand Internet resources have
been blocked and deleted since the beginning of the war with
Ukraine.

were fined for “discrediting the Russian army” this month

3 media were fined for «discrediting the Russian army» this
month («Journalists' and Media Workers' Union», «kNew


https://data.ovd.info/svodka-antivoennih-sobytiy-iyl-2022
https://t.me/roskomsvoboda/9307
https://t.me/roskomsvoboda/9307
https://roskomsvoboda.org/post/polgoda-voyennoi-cenzury/
https://www.kommersant.ru/doc/5501990
https://www.24live.co/live/Usumo?n=3109518485698809895
https://novayagazeta.eu/articles/2022/08/16/na-redaktsiiu-novoi-rasskaz-gazety-sostavili-protokol-o-diskreditatsii-armii-news

story-newspaper (Novaya rasskaz-gazeta)» and twice
«Evening Vedomosti (Vechernie Vedomosti)»).

In August, the VK pages of artist Yulia Tsvetkova and the
Mirror (Zerkalo), as well as OVD-Info, were blocked. The
reason for blocking our VK page was «information materials
containing unreliable socially significant information about
the special military operation conducted by the Armed Forces
of the Russian Federation, its form, methods of conducting
military operations, as well as information about attacks

on civilian infrastructure facilities, numerous victims among
the civilian population of Ukraine and in the ranks of the
Armed Forces of the Russian Federation, regarding general
mobilization and others».

The Lukhovitsky District Court also refused to unblock the
OVD-Info website.
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Over the past month, the Prosecutor General’s Office has
added to the register a press conference with the
participation of human rights activist Svetlana Gannushkina
in defense of oppressed Muslims and her comments

to various media, for example, «Culture of Dignity», «Tell
Gordeevay, «Rainy», etc. The TJ announced the closure due
to a serious decline in attendance after the blocking of their
website.

At least 5 concerts and events of people expressing their
anti-war position were censored. The authorities disrupted
the performances of AloeVera, Asya Kazantseva, Krovostok,
Dora, and Anacondaz.


https://novayagazeta.eu/articles/2022/08/16/na-redaktsiiu-novoi-rasskaz-gazety-sostavili-protokol-o-diskreditatsii-armii-news
https://www.24live.co/live/Usumo?n=3120511063735873906
https://www.24liveblog.com/live/Usumo?n=3104504147184398717
https://ovd.info/express-news/2022/08/11/apellyacionnyy-sud-utverdil-reshenie-o-blokirovke-pablika-monologi-vaginy
https://ovd.info/express-news/2022/08/15/vkontakte-zablokiroval-stranicu-belorusskogo-izdaniya-zerkalo
https://ovd.info/express-news/2022/08/11/soobshchestvo-ovd-info-vo-vkontakte-zablokirovali-na-territorii-rossii-po
https://ovd.info/express-news/2022/08/12/sud-otkazalsya-snyat-blokirovku-s-sayta-ovd-info
https://t.me/roskomsvoboda/9239
https://ovd.info/express-news/2022/08/22/internet-izdanie-tj-obyavilo-o-zakrytii
https://t.me/meduzalive/66909
https://www.24live.co/live/Usumo?n=3110516019250499606
https://www.24live.co/live/Usumo?n=3106789986459398522
https://www.24live.co/live/Usumo?n=3104702045435105324
https://t.me/ovdinfolive/11766

LINKS TO REPORTS AND DATA
OF OVD-INFO:

* Summary of anti-war repressions. July 2022
* Summary of anti-war repressions. June 2022

* Reportin Russian «No war. How the Russian authorities are
fighting anti-war protests.»

* Reportin Ukranian «No war. How the Russian authorities
are fighting anti-war protests.»

* Guide «The anti-war case.»

* The input of information in reply to the call for submissions:
Challenges to freedom of opinion and expression in times
of conflicts and disturbances.

* Alternative report by OVD-Info, Sova, and the Media
Center on the Russian Federation’s compliance with its
International Human Rights Obligations to the 135th
Session of the UN Human Rights Committee

* Report «Blocking Internet resources as a tool of political
censorship.»

* Project on the law on «foreign agents» — «Inotekay.

* Report «How the authorities use cameras and facial
recognition against protesters.»

More to read


https://data.ovd.info/summary-anti-war-repressions-five-months-war
https://data.ovd.info/svodka-antivoennyh-sobytiy-iyun-2022
https://reports.ovd.info/no-to-war
https://reports.ovd.info/no-to-war
https://reports.ovd.info/ni-viyni#1
https://reports.ovd.info/ni-viyni#1
https://ovd.info/news/2022/03/05/antivoennoe-delo-gid-ovd-info
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1M-U1SB1b6x_pd8-Oxr4_iTn_kq97CJvg/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1M-U1SB1b6x_pd8-Oxr4_iTn_kq97CJvg/view?usp=sharing
https://tbinternet.ohchr.org/Treaties/CCPR/Shared%20Documents/RUS/INT_CCPR_CSS_RUS_48818_E.pdf
https://reports.ovd.info/blokirovki-internet-resursov-kak-instrument-politicheskoy-cenzury
https://reports.ovd.info/blokirovki-internet-resursov-kak-instrument-politicheskoy-cenzury
https://inoteka.io/ino/foreign-agents
https://reports.ovd.info/kak-vlasti-ispolzuyut-kamery-i-raspoznavanie-lic-protiv-protestuyushchih#1
https://reports.ovd.info/kak-vlasti-ispolzuyut-kamery-i-raspoznavanie-lic-protiv-protestuyushchih#1

Reshaping Russian youth: how Kremlin creates wartime
influencers

Repressions in Russiain 2022

Along with the full-scale invasion of Ukraine, the Russian
authorities commenced internal repression

on an unprecedented scale. There are more than

21,000 arrests and


https://ovd.info/en/2025/07/08/reshaping-russian-youth-how-kremlin-creates-wartime-influencers
https://ovd.info/en/2025/07/08/reshaping-russian-youth-how-kremlin-creates-wartime-influencers
https://ovd.info/en/2025/07/08/reshaping-russian-youth-how-kremlin-creates-wartime-influencers
https://ovd.info/en/repressions-russia-2022
https://ovd.info/en/repressions-russia-2022

